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Where'd you go bernadette screenplay pdf
Genre: Comedy/Satire Premise: A mother in the midst of an extended mid-life crisis tries to keep her family together, which is falling apart along with her. About: Where’d You Go, Bernadette is a novel by Maria Keogh Semple, who has an interesting backstory. Born into the craziness that was Hollywood, her father was a screenwriter who wrote the
pilot for the original Batman TV show. Maria would follow in his footsteps, growing up to be a screenwriter first, writing on the original Beverly Hills 90210, Saturday Night Live, and Arrested Development. “Bernadette” is her second novel and was a breakaway bestseller, due to its weird formatting of following the story in e-mails and texts. The
script is being adapted by Fault in Our Stars writers Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber. Writers: Scott Neustadter & Michael H. Weber (based on the novel by Maria Semple) Details: 139 pages (2nd draft) I get it. Not all of you have the time to read scripts. And if you’ve got a choice between reading and writing, you should be writing anyway.
BUT, even if you’re not a vociferous reader, there are certain screenwriters who, when a new script of theirs drops, you need to read it. Sorkin is the big one. Tarantino. Christopher McQuarrie. And believe it or not, Neustadter and Weber are racing up that list. Not only can they turn cancer into hundreds of millions of dollars, but even comedy Alisters like Seth Rogen and James Franco are courting them (for their adaptation of “The Room”). Where’d You Go, Bernadette, though, is their biggest challenge by far. How does one adapt a novel written in e-mails, memos and transcripts? 40-something Bernadette Branch is… different. An isolationist, her only contact with the outside world comes
when she picks her daughter, Bee, up from school every day. And even that’s a chore since it requires her to mingle with other mothers, such as her nemesis, Audrey Griffin, and Audrey’s no. 1, the deceptively sneaky Soo-Lin. The one source of pride in Bernadette’s life, besides her daughter, is her husband, Elgin, a computer genius who’s on the
verge of syncing computers up with the human brain. When the three are having dinner at their strangely dilapidated mansion, Bernadette couldn’t be happier. Unfortunately, a new wrinkle has entered her life. A long-forgotten promise she made to her daughter has resulted in her having to commit to a cruise to Antarctica. Since Bernadette can
barely handle going down to the corner store, a trip to Antarctica will probably tear her open from the inside-out. So Bernadette turns to her secret weapon, a virtual assistant in India she communicates with on e-mail. This assistant does all the anxiety-inducing tasks Bernadette must deal with on a daily basis – such as order food – and now she’s
going to need her to plan her entire Antarctica cruise so Bernadette doesn’t experience death-by-icicle. Through a strange coincidence, Audrey’s right-hand girl, Soo-Lin, who works at Elgin’s company, has just been promoted to his assistant. The two become friendly and Soo-Lin makes Elgin aware that his wife is borderline koo-koo. And if he doesn’t
do something to save her soon, Bernadette may not be able to handle the stresses of life much longer. I’m not sure what to make of this one guys. It’s soooooo weird. I’ve come up with two possibilities. One, this is one of those books someone writes to show how “literary” they are. Write a bunch of weird shit in weird ways and who cares if it makes
sense. It’ll impress the critics and that’s all that matters. The second possibility is that Semple was drunk. I’m talking legitimately wasted. And since she’s talented, she sort of makes it work. But she must have missed the second half of Hemingway’s famous mantra: “Write drunk. Edit sober.” Cause I’m pretty sure she edited this drunk as well. I’m
bringing up Semple and not Neustadter and Weber because this is her beast. Neustadter and Weber are simply trying to reign it in. And how do you reign something in that has no story? Yesterday we were talking about giving your script a clear goal. We definitely don’t have that here. The only plot point we keep revisiting is the Antarctica stuff. And
since it doesn’t have any stakes (or even relevance) attached to it, it’s not driving the narrative forward. I can see why they hired Neustadter and Weber. These are the guys who made the weird time-jumping narrative “500 Days of Summer” work. You figure if anyone can piece e-mails into scenes, it would be these two. But they seem downright
confused by this book. First of all, the one narrative thread that might save this script is the mystery: What happened to Bernadette? Where is she? But we don’t get to Bernadette missing until there’s 30 minutes left in the film. I don’t know many movies where you save your major narrative engine for the final act. Why wouldn’t you put it at the
beginning, then back up flashback style, before rejoining the mystery later? Maybe Neustadter and Weber are trying to be cute? Seeing how far they can bend the rules of storytelling? I don’t know. But this is a script with multiple character voice overs, some of which are audio flash-forwards discussing the past. We’re doing full-on origin story
flashbacks here. Bee occasionally narrates. The lone story-carrot dangling in front of us is an Antarctic cruise. I mean this adaptation has all the makings of screenwriting seppuku. And even if you get through that, you still have to conquer the razor-thin tone. This is a movie that wants you to laugh (a mulberry-driven mudslide that ruins your villain’s
party) but also acknowledges super heavy shit, like bi-polar depression and multiple miscarriages. Am I supposed to cry? Laugh?? I have no idea!! I see this going one of two ways. As a showcase for some amazing female actress, likely a Sandra Bullock or Julia Roberts type. If they nail the part, the movie markets itself as an acting tour-de-force. Or it
could become the next “Butter.” For those who have forgotten, Butter won the Nicholl Fellowship, finished high on the Black List, and was similar to Bernadette in a lot of ways. A satire on conservative families based around a series of ludicrous ideas (A butter-carving contest). Both properties are so execution dependent that one wrong move dooms
them. And Butter clearly landed on the wrong side of the expiration date. But I will say this: At the very least, Bernadette is original. There’s nothing else like this out there and we need that. We can’t live solely on a diet of super-heroes and biopics. We need some variety and this project has it. Unfortunately, the darn thing varietied itself into variety
purgatory. We’ll have to see if this dynamic writing duo can save it in future drafts. But for this draft, there were too many faults in its stars. [ ] what the hell did I just read? [x] wasn’t for me [ ] worth the read [ ] impressive [ ] genius What I learned: Don’t wait to reveal your story’s big selling point until the last act (here, we’re referring to the mystery
of where Bernadette disappeared to). Try to get that plot point into the story as soon as possible. You may not be able to do that in a linear way, but you have other options. For example, you could’ve started this movie out telling us Bernadette was missing, and then jumped back in time to give us the events that led up to that problem. Even just a
light, entertaining summer movie, like the newly released, “Where’d You Go, Bernadette,” gets a bit elevated thanks to the chameleon-like actor Cate Blanchett in the lead. Per usual, Blanchett is a joy to watch perform, and in this movie, that fact is no exception, but it may not be enough to make the movie an indie darling on one hand, or commercial
bait with wide appeal on the other. Adapted from the wildly popular novel of the same title by Maria Semple, producers are no doubt banking on the book’s built-in audience to translate to box office appeal. They might end up disappointed- the book fans and the producers. “Where’d You Go, Bernadette,” is about a quirky, reluctant, if not resentful,
suburban housewife who relocated with her tech engineer husband to outer Seattle 20 year earlier. They transplanted from Los Angeles where Bernadette Fox thrived as young, cutting edge architect on the rise. But when she was undermined with her last residential project, it left her flailing. As such, the couple headed North, allowing her husband,
Elgie, played by Billy Crudup, to take advantage of a prominent position with Microsoft. Once there, then suffering a series of miscarriages that took its emotional toll, Bernadette became a shell of her former self. Eventually, they were able to conceive. Now 12, Bee ( Emma Nelson) is Bernadette’s world and they each other’s best friend. But that is
not enough to smooth Bernadette’s rough edges and deep seated resentment. Bernadette is oblivious to her increasingly trying attitudes, while her husband is decidedly not, and contemplating drastic changes. Bernadette’s somewhat off-putting personality and constantly vocalized negative opinions are only outweighed by her aversion to people and
somewhat abrasive manner. The notion of socializing with anyone beyond her family of three catapults her into anxiety and turmoil, and self-medication is a welcome option. She detests her fellow school mom’s and the community at large, most especially her uptight, annoying next door neighbor, a cliched character, played aptly by Kristen Wiig.
They couldn’t be more opposite- to Bernadette’s give-a-shit attitude, Audrey throws herself wholly into school functions and the community, and she is obsessed with her house and yard. Both view each other as the bane of their existence. Audrey aside, there is no bigger target for Bernadette’s negativity than the city of Seattle itself, and the only
thing neglected more than her marriage, is their monstrosity of a house. Although it was purchased many years ago when they moved to the area, it looks as though it hasn’t been touched for decades longer. The yard is full of weeds and overgrown berry vines, while the interior seems a hopelessly flawed and neglected as the exterior. Through it all,
the one bright spot in the couple’s life is Bee. It is Bee’s exceptional academics, precarious ways, and endearing personality that convinces her parents that a trip to Antartica over the holiday break is a promise to her they should keep. Bernadette is horrified at the prospect of such an adventure, not to mention having to interact with other travelers.
As a result, she enlists the aid of what she assumes is a practical online assistant. Through a series of events, post the trip decision, and the threat that she may, in fact, not be going on the family vacation or it may not happen for any of them at all, Bernadette escapes her imploding life and goes to Antartica solo. Along the way, she faces her fears,
while finally recognizing the source of her angst, realizing she has suppressed her creativity and passion for far too long. In searching for his wayward wife, Elgie has a few revelations of his own. “Where’d You Go, Bernadette,” begins and ends with the same question posed to the protagonist- where are you going? This appropriately establishes it as a
movie of self exploration and self discovery, but does not flesh out the character’s issues and insights, or the film’s theme, which should be layered and nuanced. The movie is directed by Richard Linklater, but definitely not a Richard Linklater film. He is known for truly clever independent films with observational characters and witty banter, such as
“Dazed and Confused” and “Slacker,” and dramatic, experimental-type films, like “Before Midnight” and 2014 “Boyhood,” which earned him several well-deserved Oscar nominations. While “Bernadette” is entertaining and charming enough, especially for this time of year, it misses opportunities to be categorized as a character study film of any
depth. 2019 US mystery comedy-drama film by Richard Linklater Where'd You Go, BernadetteTheatrical release posterDirected byRichard LinklaterScreenplay by Richard Linklater Holly Gent Vince Palmo Based onWhere'd You Go, Bernadetteby Maria SempleProduced by Nina Jacobson Brad Simpson Ginger Sledge Starring Cate Blanchett Billy
Crudup Kristen Wiig Judy Greer Laurence Fishburne CinematographyShane F. KellyEdited bySandra AdairMusic by Graham Reynolds Sam Lipman Productioncompanies Annapurna Pictures Color Force Detour Filmproduction Distributed byUnited Artists ReleasingRelease date August 16, 2019 (2019-08-16) (United States) Running time109
minutesCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishBudget$18 million[1]Box office$10.4 million[2][3] Where'd You Go, Bernadette is a 2019 American comedy-drama film directed by Richard Linklater from a screenplay by Linklater, Holly Gent, and Vince Palmo, based on the novel of the same name by Maria Semple. It stars Cate Blanchett, Billy Crudup,
Kristen Wiig, Judy Greer, and Laurence Fishburne. Where'd You Go, Bernadette was released on August 16, 2019, by Annapurna Pictures through their United Artists Releasing joint venture. It received mixed reviews from critics. Plot Architect-turned-recluse Bernadette Fox (Cate Blanchett) is settled down with her husband Elgie (Billy Crudup) and
their 15-year-old daughter Balakrishna "Bee" (Emma Nelson) in a dilapidated former schoolhouse in Seattle. Bernadette seldom leaves the house or interacts with others, having become agoraphobic. She does not get along with the other parents at Bee's school, especially her neighbor, Audrey Griffin (Kristen Wiig). Despite her misanthropic behavior,
Bernadette is exceptionally close to Bee. Bee requests a family trip to Antarctica as a reward for receiving good grades, and her parents reluctantly agree to take her. Shortly after this, Bernadette starts to behave oddly, concerning everyone. She considers using a cocktail of prescription drugs to control her anxiety and insomnia, which grow worse as
the Antarctica trip nears. Her feud with Audrey becomes more intense, and at one point Audrey accuses Bernadette of driving over her foot. Then, during a rainstorm, the hillside above Audrey's home, which Bernadette had recently cleared of blackberries, slides into Audrey's garden and house. Although she insists she was only complying with
Audrey's request to remove the invasive plants, Elgie accuses Bernadette of knowing that the hill would collapse without the blackberries to hold it in place. One day, Bernadette returns home to find Elgie, his assistant (Zoë Chao), and Dr. Kurtz (Judy Greer) at her home for an intervention. Also present is Agent Strang (James Urbaniak), because it
turns out that Manjula, the personal assistant in India to whom Bernadette has given all of her personal and financial information and passwords, is really a front for a Russian criminal organization the FBI has been watching. Elgie wants Bernadette to go with Dr. Kurtz to a mental hospital to seek treatment while he and Bee go to Antarctica, but,
feeling ambushed and misunderstood, Bernadette instead sneaks out of the house. Bernadette finds refuge with Audrey, and the two make amends. With Audrey's help, Bernadette flies to Antarctica without her family. Elgie and Bee follow in hot pursuit, after Agent Strang tells them that the Russian criminals, who were on their way to Seattle to
defraud Bernadette while she and her family were on vacation, have been arrested and are no longer a threat. In Antarctica, Bernadette befriends a scientist named Becky (Troian Bellisario), who mentions that the research station at the South Pole is going to be completely rebuilt and will need an architect. Bernadette smuggles herself off of her
cruise ship and into Palmer Station, where she convinces the team leader (Kate Burton) to give her a spot on the next convoy to the South Pole. Meanwhile, Elgie comes to the realization that he has failed his wife by not being more supportive of her creative pursuits. He and Bee catch up with Bernadette at Palmer Station, and, realizing her passion
has been reignited, give their permission for her to spend five weeks at the Pole. Cast Cate Blanchett as Bernadette Fox Billy Crudup as Elgie Branch Emma Nelson as Balakrishna "Bee" Branch Kristen Wiig as Audrey Griffin Zoë Chao as Soo-Lin Lee-Segal David Paymer as Jay Ross Megan Mullally as Judy Toll Laurence Fishburne as Paul Jellinek
Steve Zahn as David Walker Kathryn Feeney as Tamara the Pharmacy Employee Richard Robichaux as Floyd the Pharmacist Judy Greer as Dr. Janelle Kurtz James Urbaniak as Agent Marcus Strang Jóhannes Haukur Jóhannesson as Captain J. Rouverol Troian Bellisario as Becky Claudia Doumit as Iris Katelyn Statton as Vivian Kate Burton as Ellen
Idelson Production In January 2013, Annapurna Pictures and Color Force acquired the rights to the film adaptation of the novel and set Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber to write the screenplay. Semple, Bryan Unkeless, and Ted Schipper executive produced.[4] In February 2015, Richard Linklater was announced as director of the film,[5] and
Cate Blanchett was cast as Bernadette in November.[6] In April 2016, it was announced that Holly Gent Palmo and Vince Palmo had taken over writing duties on the film, with Linklater also receiving credit.[7] In March 2017, Kristen Wiig joined the cast,[8] and Billy Crudup was added in May, marking his second collaboration with Blanchett, after
appearing with her in Charlotte Gray (2001).[9] In June, Judy Greer, James Urbaniak, and Laurence Fishburne joined the cast of the film,[10][11][12] and Troian Bellisario came on board in July.[13] Emma Nelson's casting was announced in June 2018.[14] Principal photography began on July 10, 2017.[15] Set in Seattle, filming took place in
Pittsburgh and Vancouver.[16][17] Scenes set in Antarctica were filmed in Greenland.[18][19] Graham Reynolds was announced as the film's composer in September 2017.[20] Release Originally scheduled for release in the USA on May 11, 2018,[21] the film was later pushed back to October 19.[22] The release date was then pushed to March 22,
2019,[14] and then August 9,[23] before finally settling on August 16, 2019.[24] The film was significantly delayed for release in the UK, eventually appearing on Amazon Prime Video and other streaming services on 15 March 2021.[25] Reception Box office In the United States and Canada, Where'd You Go, Bernadette was released alongside Blinded
by the Light, 47 Meters Down: Uncaged, and Good Boys, and was projected to gross around $5 million from 2,404 theaters in its opening weekend.[26] It ended up making $1.2 million on its opening day, including $200,000 from Thursday night previews, and $3.5 million for the weekend, finishing 11th at the box office.[27] Critical response On
Rotten Tomatoes, the film holds an approval rating of 49% based on 166 reviews, with an average rating of 5.67/10. The website's critical consensus reads, "Where'd You Go, Bernadette offers dispiriting proof that a talented director, bestselling source material, and terrific cast can add up to far less than the sum of their parts."[28] On Metacritic,
which uses a weighted average, the film has a score of 51 out of 100, based on 39 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews."[29] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an average grade of "B" on an A+ to F scale, while those at PostTrak gave it an average of 3.5 out of 5 stars and a 60% "definite recommend".[27] Richard Roeper of the
Chicago Sun-Times gave the film 2 out of 4 stars and wrote: "Filmed in a solid but straightforward style, populated by troubled characters who are aggressively off-putting, frustratingly passive and/or easily lampooned clichés, Where'd You Go, Bernadette is one of the most disappointing movies of 2019."[30] In his 1/4 star review for The Globe and
Mail, Barry Hertz said, "There is, buried deep somewhere in Linklater's film or however many edits it may have undergone – the thing reeks of indecision – an insightful, even invigorating story about what happens to a creative genius once they stop creating. But the actual work presents a good argument that, for some artists, it might be best to quit
while you're ahead."[31] Accolades Year Award Category Recipient Result Ref. 2020 77th Golden Globe Awards Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy Cate Blanchett Nominated Women Film Critics Circle Best Actress Nominated Austin Film Critics Association Austin Film Award Richard Linklater Nominated References ^
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